
Loon Lake Watershed Improvement Alliance – Meeting Minutes
Date:  October 4, 2014
Place:  John Hayden’s (21 E. Lake Rd.)
Time:  9:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Next Meeting:  Saturday November 1 at Reynolds’, 42 E. Lake Rd. at 9:00 a.m.

In attendance:
Officers and Directors:  John Hayden, Alice Publow, Murray Tripp, Kathy DeClerck, Bob Reynolds (RER)
Volunteers and Guests:  Julie Feenaughty, Mark Richardson, Helen Sick, Eric Busch, Ted Neufang

DISPLAY:  Conesus Lake “Welcome Bag”  (LL Association has responsibility, but Outreach Committee 
may find some useful ideas.)

GRANT COMMITTEE:  Julie handed out a summary of all of the Grant Organizations information she 
has obtained.  Also, included was a lot of information on watershed “Opportunities for Improvement”, 
which can be combined with the “Concerns/Actions” items we worked on at today’s meeting.

MEETING SCHEDULE:  Off season:  First Saturday of the month alternating between Hayden’s and 
Reynolds’ at 9:00 a.m..  In season:  First and third Saturday’s of the month at 9:00 a.m. [Note:  RER 
will put a schedule on the website]  NEXT MEETING:  November 1, at Reynolds – 42 E. Lake Rd. at 
9:00 a.m.

OTHER:
Treasurer’s Report – Kathy (we should plan on a YE financial report that can be posted)
July 31 balance (end of fiscal year) was $1,124,  Current balance is $2,033
Permits for soliciting donations – John filed paperwork. Waiting for state response.

Liability Insurance – Helen mentioned that it is cheap for FOLA members ($1,000/yr).  John felt that we 
don’t want to spend our current funds on this and that it is not necessary now because we are not sponsoring 
any events.

Septic Pumping Guidelines –Alice.  Group felt that we should not provide time guidelines – only consult 
professionals.  RER will modify “15 Tips” and repost on website.

Oct. 18 NYSFOLA meeting:  John will drive Alice, John, Helen, Bob in his van.

Water and waste treatment questionnaire packages were handed out.  The rest will be mailed Oct. 15.

“State of the Lake” document.  Helen reiterated to us that we need this in order to move forward on grants 
and projects.  Helen, Alice and RER will meet to discuss the path forward (Ted can help out when he moves 
here permanently in Feb. 2015).  Perhaps we can get volunteers to work on individual sections of the 
document.

WORK ON CONCERNS AND ACTIONS (Priorities need to be established)

CONCERN: Communications (Alice suggested we make our deadline for LL Link articles Dec. 1)
ACTIONS:  1=Website, 2=E-mail, 3=Outreach (with prepared “flier”), 4=LL Link
ACTIONS:  RER mentioned that it would be nice to have a flier we could hand out to watershed residents 
explaining who the LLWIA is, purpose etc. when we do outreach.  It was also suggested that we could have 
these fliers available at Laf-a-lot restaurant.

CONCERN:  Invasive species being introduced to lake



ACTIONS:  Box at Laf-a-lot launch with information for boat launchers.   Ted explained that the way it is 
supposed to work is that one cleans ones boat and drains bilge at the lake they are leaving.  This makes for 
launching a clean boat at the next lake.  [Ed Sick volunteered to build the “box” once we figure out what to 
put on it.]  Other ideas:  Could boat launches be licensed?  It was mentioned that we might learn more at the 
NYSFOLA meeting.  The proposed law is online.

CONCERN (Part A): Silt and pollutants from storm water from intermittent running streams at Rt. 
21 and Antler’s Inn Rd.
ACTIONS:  Sediment ponds (and dams to create them) are recommended by Steuben County Soil and 
Water (Brad Irvine).  RER will inquire of Hager Engineering what is involved with getting engineering 
help:  how they are paid, who hires them, do they give free estimates, etc.

CONCERN (Part B): Silt and pollutants from storm water drains
Plumes of silt are seen out into the lake from several locations after heavy rains.  Nothing is observed 
growing in these areas. John believes that the goal in the past was to get rid of water the easiest way (into 
lake) without considering the consequences on the lake.  He believes the Town/County should bear the 
responsibility for fixing these problems.
ACTIONS:  John and RER will take a tour around the lake after the meeting to identify other inflows into 
the lake besides the ones at St. George’s and Rt. 121.  John mentioned that other areas actually sell silt 
collected.  It was mentioned that Laf-a-lot parking lot (runs off into lake during heavy rain) and the 
intersection of Rt. 92 and Laf-a-lot road should be checked out.  Jeff Parker says money is available if we 
have specific locations to address (per Alice).  Also, RER will get a copy of the movie of the flooding by 
Rocha’s that  occurs during heavy rains.  Alice will check to see if there is a movie of the flooding on Davis 
Rd.

CONCERN:   Silt (already in the lake)
ACTIONS:  Possible:  Dredging, Floating Islands (Lake Savers)
Need to get some data about the silt in the lake.  Investigate obtaining a device to sample sediment and 
answer questions like: Where are the concentrations?, How thick is the silt?  What’s in it?  Danon Lawson 
works with people on sewer and water systems as part of his job in NC.  He can be a source of expertise.

CONCERN: Onsite Waste Treatment Systems (OWTS) and Water Systems
ACTIONS:  Questionnaires: To meeting attendees today.  Remainder to be mailed October 15 by RER
 
CONCERN: Weed control:  Weed harvester, Weed mats, Grass Carp are possibilities  [Lake Salubria = 60 
acres, 500 grass carp approved by DEC, 250 used 10-14”fish are $15-$20 each]  [Loon Lake = 141 acres = 
2.35 x Lake Salubria]
ACTIONS: Sid Bosch reports that the weed harvester seems to be doing a good job.  His group had a 
hard time finding weeds.  But, Hilary says there is still urgency because we already have some invasive 
species.  John suggests that we have a community lake “canoe event” in the spring to identify big weed 
populations so we can prioritize where the weed harvester should concentrate.   NYSFOLA has a program 
where they help identify weeds.  Check out reference in the December LL Link.  Alice will talk with Sid 
and Hilary about help. 



CONCERN: Lake Chemistry:  Phosphorus, Nitrogen, Calcium (from Geese)  [We already have reports 
from Darryl, CSLAP and will get from Sid Bosch]
ACTIONS: Hunter article (to inform public).  Joe Meyers supplied the information.  Jean Whitney will 
write article.  RER will send Joe’s comments and Mike Kay’s research to Jean.  
Geese egg control:  Joe Meyers said he could get permission from family to go after eggs.  Eric Busch wants 
to get involved.  Eric will check timing of when eggs could be “punctured” or “addled”.
CSLAP :  Ted will get involved in CSLAP and do the reporting on DO.  Alice is involved in DO testing.  
RER will get Darryl’s files to Ted.

CONCERN: Illegal Dumping:  Conesus slogan:  “Never put anything into the lake that you wouldn’t want
in your child’s next glass of water.”

ACTIONS: Educate people. An article & picture of child in the LL Link would be a good start.

CONCERN:  Fish and plant populations
ACTION:  John Foust (FLCC assist. Prof.) and Bruce Gilman (FLCC Prof.) with Hilary Mosher assisting 
sampled fish and plants in the lake on September 24, 27 and October 3.  They will  generate a report for us

CONCERN: Lake Levels
ACTIONS: Ted will take on recording of the lake level and will get the winter lake level gauge from  
Darryl.

CONCERN: Highway Maintenance
Apparently highway departments are using more “Magic” (a concoction of juices and ?) and less salt.  
Sweetener company in Cohocton makes it.  Sometimes put on the road before a snowfall.
ACTIONS:

CONCERN: Invasive Species
ACTIONS:

CONCERN: Algae Blooms
ACTIONS:

CONCERN: Development and Construction
ACTIONS:

CONCERN: Herbicide and Pesticide use
ACTIONS:

CONCERN: Household Chemicals
ACTIONS:

CONCERN: Land Use Changes
ACTIONS:

CONCERN: Political Support
ACTIONS:

CONCERN: Real Estate Values
ACTIONS:

CONCERN: Shoreline Erosion



ACTIONS:

CONCERN: Waterborne Pathogens
ACTIONS:

CONCERN: Wetland Management
ACTIONS:

CONCERN: Yard and Garden Management
ACTIONS:

CONCERN: Public Health
ACTIONS:

CONCERN: Public Access
ACTIONS:

CONCERN:
ACTIONS:



MEETING REPORTS

Tom Klaseus and Catherine Rees of the State of NY Department of Health with RER on 9/19/14

The issues and statutes around well and septic systems were covered and copies of waiver applications 
were obtained.  Sewer and water pipes must be separated in separate trenches at least 10 feet apart.  All 
“gray” water is now treated as “black” water. (Catherine did the 2004 DOH survey at LL.)

Brad Irvine of Steuben County Soil and Water with RER on 9/23/14

Discussed weed eating sterilized grass carp introduced into Lake Salubria (500 approved, 250 used).  
Tom Hager Engineering in Arkport is experienced in engineering storm water ponds.  Brad agreed to 
review Vargason’s and Meyers’ stream beds on 9/30.

J. C. Smith of the Environmental Facilities Corp. with RER on 9/23/14
The two best possibilities for funding appear to be:
 

1.  The NYS Office of Community Renewal (which is active in the Southern Tier) grants up to $50K (no 
match required).  2014 was the first year for this program.  These grants are available for waste water 
treatment or water supply projects.
 
2. Grants of up to $30K from the Clean Water State Revolving Fund, which requires a 20% match and 
can reimburse after the fact.  This money can only be used for engineering reports for waste water 
projects.
 
The CFA consolidated funding Application can be completed online once the application process is 
opened and that would likely be in the April-May time frame.  We should check in with J.C, after the 
first of 2015 to start thinking about the applications and perhaps have J.C. introduce us to the actual 
process.  Grant applications are subject to a rating process which was described and that approved 
projects are not published 
until the fall.

Brad Irvine, Dale Vargason and RER meeting on 9/30/14 at Vargason’s

The recommendations have changed.  Weirs are out.  Flat rock stream bed stabilization is now 
recommended along with appropriate ponds formed by dams with controlled release rates.  A site for a 
pond on Dale’s property was located at 42.30.06.6 North by 077.33.40.2 West.  An engineer’s design 
(Hager?) would be required along with appropriate permits. 



Brad Irvine and RER meeting on 9/30/14 at Meyers’

Brad felt that a pond up Rt. 50 where the new driveway to Mrs. Meyers new house will be could not be 
made big enough to appreciably affect the stream flow.  Lower stream diversion is possible but size of 
culvert would cause significant hump in gravel road.  Separation of farm animals and stream bank 
plantings were recommended for the area North of Rt. 21

Joe Meyers and RER on 10/2/14

Toured Meyers’ steam bed.  Joe has an idea for multiple ponds on the upper portions of the property 
which looks worth pursuing.  Brad did not tour the whole property and was not aware of the multiple 
pond idea.]

Brad Irvine and RER on 9/30/14 at juncture of Rt. 121 and E. Lake Rd. (42.29.12.9 North by 77.33.45.8 
West)

The end of the pipe leading under 121 was found in the yard West of Rt. 121.

Town stream bed work at Vargason’s on 10/3/14

Joe and Mike used the rented excavator ($2,000/week) to shape the flow bed next to Antler’s Inn Rd.  
The gravel was piled to the side for Dale’s use on his roads.
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