
Loon Lake benefits from local stewardship 

LOON LAKE — When someone who doesn’t know better vacations at the lake, he or she 

typically jumps right into the water, not giving a second thought to what could be lurking below 

the surface. From E. coli and elevated phosphorus levels due to agricultural runoff to algae born 

from life-threatening bacteria, there are more than just a few things to be wary about when 

swimming in any lake. 

In 2010, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) found that about 44 percent of the 1,028 

lakes it tested were in either fair or poor biological health based on a number of key 

environmental factors including phosphate, nitrogen and oxygen levels, human activity and 

stratified habitat assessments. 

The EPA said lakes make up about 70 percent of America’s drinking water and support a more 

than $19 billion freshwater fishing industry. Many of them are too polluted to drink from, 

however. 

One local non-profit organization is fighting to turn back the clock on the damage human activity 

has done to Loon Lake. The Loon Lake Watershed Improvement Alliance, a community-based 

group open to anyone who loves Loon Lake, meets on a monthly basis to tackle environmental 

issues. 

Many participants have made long-term homes there and others come from as far as Maryland. 

This year, the group is taking on several projects to mitigate both natural and human-caused 

damage to Loon Lake. 

Group members regularly compile reports on wastewater, survey the shoreline for invasive plant 

species and plan for public education projects. 

Members are also dealing with problems like goose population control, a process that involves 

spraying their eggs with vegetable oil to smother the eggs and keep them from hatching. It’s part 

of a statewide effort to cut the population of more than 225,000 in half. 

Alliance members say they need people to help reach out to the public and others to help conduct 

research, including someone who can fly scouting missions over the lake with a drone, looking 

for goose nests and invasive plants. 

Participants are encouraged to “pick an issue that interests them most, and go to work on it,” said 

Bob Reynolds, a member and resident who will host the next meeting on March 7. 

Recently, the organization has made some key allies in the fight to monitor the health of the lake. 

At Saturday’s meeting it heard from SUNY Geneseo Biology Professor Isidro (Sid) Bosch. 



At the request of the group, Bosch brought members of his aquatic biology class to conduct tests 

on Loon Lake in September. The students’ findings were extensive, but focused on three critical 

areas of need. 

“This is an intricate ecosystem. You might think of it as your Loon Lake, but there’s things in 

that eco-system that are good and positive and favorable, an other things are not so much that are 

important to the lake and the balance of the ecosystem. Lakes look like they should be easy to 

manage and predict, but they’re not from a scientific standpoint. There is no such thing as an 

average year,” he explained. 

The lake is packed with large zooplankton, micro-organisms capable of filtering up to a quarter 

of the lake in a single day, an astonishing number, according to the professor. 

However, posing the greatest threat to water quality, Bosch found that for the past two years 

there have been large blooms of blue-green algae, very toxic, bacteria-born algae that typically 

appears in the late summer and can result in death if ingested and not treated. 

Bosch told the alliance, the algae have shut down recreation on other area lakes in the past 

including, Conesus and Honeoye lakes in Livingston County. 

Additionally, he addressed the need to keep invasive plant and animal species out of the lake. 

“For as bad as you think things are now, they could be a lot worse,” he warned, following with 

horror stories about the invasion of weeds like waterchestnut and animals like the dreaded zebra 

muscle. 

Currently the majority of plant life on the lake is made up of eel grass that grows in the shallows, 

and two species of pond weeds in the deeper water. “They represent almost 70 percent of 

biomass on the lake,” Bosch said. “They are indicators of really good water quality.” 

Bosch was thankful to be a part of the project, saying that he and the school look forward to 

continuing their relationship with the alliance, and summarized version of his report will soon be 

available for the public through alliance members. 

“Our mission is to preserve and protect this regionally unique resource as a pristine legacy for 

future generations,” the alliance’s organizational bylaws state. 

For more information on the Loon Lake Watershed Improvement Alliance and its ongoing 

activities check out its website loonlakesteubenny.com and get in touch with a member to find 

out more about how you can help in the fight to preserve the lake for future generations. 


